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Logline: What does peace look like to someone who has lived through war?
Short synopsis

For soldiers, war means killing so you don't get killed. If you survive and return from
war, can your soul find peace? If your comrade, a husband and father, was killed,
can your mind find peace?

Twenty years later, how alive are the wounds of those who are still living?

Synopsis

In the NATO war in Afghanistan, Costi was severely wounded, Dan held his comrade
in his arms during his final moments, Matei suffered a severe head trauma, and
Bianca was left a widow after losing her husband, Dragos.

The film follows the journey of these individuals who, twenty years later, are trying to
make sense of the past and find a way to live with what the war left behind.

A space for reflection and healing, where pain becomes a shared story.
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I've always wondered how war — the most absurd and destructive thing in human
history — can give rise to 'heroic’ films, to films held up as ‘'models.’ Is it because
killing, in war, is a legal and legitimate act, and therefore carries no moral
consequences? Because those who are killed are reduced to mere numbers and
abstract entities?
In The Living Ones, | wanted the four protagonists — survivors of a contemporary
war — to have names, faces, and indelible emotions.
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films. Together with Jean Lefaux, she co-directed The Steps of the Fall in 1998 and



Voyage into Immediate Irreality in 2004. After Jean’s death, Anca directed I Sleep
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