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Short synopsis 

Grace, a witty 13-year-old girl, with big dreams and the rare gift of making everyone 
around her laugh, takes us back to her early childhood years with her close-knit, 
loving farmer family in Kenya: a time with lots of fun, but also a time when disaster 
almost split her family apart.​

 

Long synopsis​
​
Grace, a witty 13-year-old girl with big dreams and the rare gift of making everyone 
around her laugh, takes us back to her early childhood years with her loving farmer 
family in Kenya. Growing up in a vibrant family with eight siblings, her world is full of 
playfulness, and she dreams of becoming a comedian—and perhaps a farmer like her 
hardworking parents. Rain is everything to Grace and her family. She used to trust 
that the rain would come and make their crops grow into delicious maize and sweet 
pumpkins. But that has all changed. ​
​
Grace shows us a time when disaster struck. Year after year, droughts put her family 
farm at risk, and her biggest fear becomes that her dad will have to leave them to find 
work in the city. When a storm destroys their home, Grace is sure that her family will 
be split apart. The rain that used to make her happy had suddenly become dangerous.​
​
But even in the midst of crisis, there is laughter and hope, and her close-knit family 
ultimately recovers. At the heart of this story is Grace, whose humor and infectious 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A8VFfHbzS9GpDNf9stRUVS2wwvnIfaxN/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.withgracefilm.com
https://vimeo.com/differmedia/withgracethefilm?share=copy
https://www.facebook.com/differmedia/
https://www.instagram.com/differmedia/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/differ-media/?viewAsMember=true


 

optimism holds them together through tough times. We follow her journey, 
witnessing the power of resilience, humor, and the unshakeable belief that a better 
tomorrow is possible—even in the face of climate change. 

Director’s statement 

Dina Mwende, Director (Kenya) 

Growing up, I danced in the rains during the rainy seasons and played with the sands when it was 

super dry. Just like Grace, I grew up on a small rural farm in the Eastern part of Kenya which is 

predominantly a semi-arid/arid area, hence vulnerable to the impacts of droughts and other 

extreme weather patterns, and so there is always shortage of resources. My family are still farmers 

and my mum especially is constantly worried about the return of the rains and if it will bring forth 

enough harvest for her family and the cattle. We need this story - as well as its impact campaign! 

 

Grace and I share many of the same childhood experiences, worries as children of farmers, love for 

rain and nature - and we speak the same language. We have worked with a deep and long process 

where trust building, good and open conversations, listening, testing and facilitating good spaces 

for feedback is key. This has created a special connection between us and enabled open, in depth 

conversations about Grace’s life, feelings, identity and playful and dreamy universe - and what she 

wants with the film and its impact campaign.  

Julia Dahr, Director (Norway) 

I’ve known Grace and her family since 2011, when I began filming my first feature documentary 

Thank You For The Rain (2017), which follows Grace’s father, Kisilu (who also became a co-creator 

of the film and a life-long friend). While filming with Kisilu, Grace had a tendency to appear in our 

frame whenever we were filming. She was clearly fascinated by the camera and curious to get to 

know us, and I was very excited to get to know her too, smile together with her as she made her 

funny movements and jokes, and see how she made the whole family laugh. We ended up becoming 

close during the period I filmed with her dad from when Grace was 3 to 8 years old. 

 

When people saw the finished film about Grace’s dad, many came up to me and asked if I could also 

make a film for kids about rural life in Kenya. It got me thinking about all the amazing footage we 

had of Grace. And I asked Grace if she was up for sharing her story with the world, and she said yes!  

 

I decided to make With Grace because I felt there was a gap - we lack films that can be conversation 

starters across generations on important topics that matter to us all; connection with nature, family 

bonds, stereotypes and climate justice. This is the kind of film I wish I could have seen when I was a 

kid and talked to my parents about. And now that the film is done, I love the conversations I’ve had 

with my kids after they’ve met Grace and learned her story in this film.   

 



 

Bios 

​
Dina Mwende (short  bio)​
Dina is an experienced film producer and director based in Nairobi, Kenya, who over the last 15 

years has had the chance to create, design, produce and manage various developmental 

edutainment and entertainment projects in East Africa - among them The Know Zone Children’s TV 

series Kenya/Rwanda and NAFSI the feature film on Netflix.  

​
Dina Mwende (long bio)​
Dina is an experienced film producer and director based in Nairobi, Kenya, who over the last 15 

years has had the chance to create, design, produce and manage various developmental 

edutainment and entertainment projects in East Africa - among them The Know Zone Children’s TV 

series Kenya/Rwanda and NAFSI the feature film on Netflix. With a big interest in telling stories 

that examine our interaction with the world we live in, Dina is passionate about the path where Art, 

Education and Social Justice intersect: creating content and utilizing art to serve as a vehicle for 

social change with a keen interest in issues related to children, women and youth. She does this 

while seeking for powerful collaborations around the globe that can help bring the African story to 

life.​
​
​
Julia Dahr (short bio)​
Julia is a critically acclaimed director and producer who makes character-driven films for an 

international audience about current social issues. She is the director of the feature documentary 

Thank You For The Rain (2017), which was sold to broadcasters in more than 60 countries and won 

17 international awards.  

​
Julia Dahr (long bio)​
Julia is a critically acclaimed director and producer who makes character-driven films for an 

international audience about current social issues. She is the director of the feature documentary 

Thank You For The Rain (2017), which was sold to broadcasters in more than 60 countries and won 

17 international awards. The film was in competition at Hot Docs, CPH:DOX and Sheffield 

Doc/Fest, and the impact campaign won the DocImpact Hi5 award in 2019. Julia has been included 

on Forbes’ 30 under 30 list for ‘driving and defining the world of media’, and was selected for Talent 

Norway and the Norwegian Film Institute’s UP program for accomplished female filmmakers. 

​
​
​



 

​
About Differ Media - Production Company 
Differ Media is an independent film production company based in Oslo, Norway. We’re passionate 

about storytelling that can spark public debate, challenge stereotypes and offer a new take on 

current issues, making award-winning documentaries for international audiences, telling personal 

and powerful stories about the most important issues of our time. 

 

Productions: 

AN ARMY OF WOMEN (2024) 

WITH GRACE (2024) 

THE RESILIENT (2019) 

WHEN PRIDE CAME TO TOWN (2018) 

THE DRY VALLEY (2018) 

THANK YOU FOR THE RAIN (2017) 

 

In production:​
STAYERS​
IN FLUX 

NO BLACK SWAN​
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